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Fishing is a popular pastime for many in the Wenatchee watershed. Over the years, fishing 
has waxed and waned on the Wenatchee River due to a variety of fishing restrictions. In 
the 1970s, Chelan Public Utilities District purchased a number of fishing access easements 
along the Wenatchee River as part of its mitigation efforts for the Rocky Reach Dam on the 
Columbia River. The easements, now owned by Washington Department of Fish and Wild-

life, were once mapped (and some marked) in the 1970s, but many have since fallen out of 
public knowledge. As you can see, several fishing easements exist; while many are likely inac-
cessible, some could return to be great public resources – especially as fishing restrictions 
are lifted and the population in the valley grows. 
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